
Rhetorical Analysis – inclass explication essay                   Super Size Me 

Directions: As you view the documentary, fill in the boxes below.  Be sure to list as much evidence as possible, so you 
will have enough material to work with for your Socratic Circle written responses. Use the back if you need extra space. 

Source 
Title? Author? Medium? 
 

Audience 
Who is the targeted audience? What evidence proves this? 

Context 

What year was this text published? What prompted the making/writing of this text? 

Message 

What message is the author trying to convince you of? As a result, what does the author want you to do? 

 
 

 

Ethos 
What does the author 

do to convince you 
that he/she is 

credible?  
 

Give specific 
examples. 

Evidence #1:  
 
 
Evidence #2: 
 
 
Evidence #3: 
 
 
Evidence #4: 

 
 

Pathos 
What images, sounds, 

and ideas do you 
think were included 

just to influence your 
emotions?  

 
Give specific 

examples.  

Evidence #1:  
 
 
Evidence #2: 
 
 
Evidence #3: 
 
 
Evidence #4: 

 
 

Logos 
What facts, statistics, 
and expert testimony 

does the film give?  
 

Give specific 
examples. 

Evidence #1:  
 
 
Evidence #2: 
 
 
Evidence #3: 
 
 
Evidence #4: 

 
 

Style 
What’s the music 

like? What kinds of 
camera shots are 

used? What types of 
images are used? 

What’s the quality of 
the images? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


