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Socratic Circle Discussion Questions: "JFK Inaugural Address" and "City Upon a Hill"

Question 3: Puritans came to the New World in order to escape the oppression they suffered in
England and to begin a new settlement where they could put their faith into practice. How would
John Winthrop, a Puritan minister, likely view America today? \ ,/?.\ JL
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Response [334]:
John Winthrop, thinking that he was leaving England's "common corruptions of this evil

world, "[(3) ~';~~~a~~-t;;Ame~ica th~t would~~~ve !s .~~e;~~-~ of ligh~Xor t~e !es-t ;f the world

would, undoubtedly, balk at our country's current levels of moral decay. Winthrop most certainly \e-s
((I-

would struggle understanding today's media, and not just because he had never heard of .Q).<:L~e~~
(II'- ~cJL

electricity. While it is true he would be baffled by a teenager's iPod and its technological ~
. .''i

functions, h~~{;Yd feel much more strongly a sense of disgust and di~may at th.e lyrics he heard
______ ~ ~1j.-\.J~ ../.d£·N_~

from it. Sure, our politicians love to mention("the hand of God"KKennedy 1) and claim to shJ![e L v'
"'".j.u-\' c..i-h--h' rv... ~ -f r" :\:p

our forefathers' moral beliefs, but this would seem to Winthrop nothing more than sickening n _ A~ 'I/V'" :-.>~ffV
hypocrisy. Because, after all, how many presidents have been guilty of moral turpitude? .e.-Vfj'Vc,.(SIt'otV'

-t"l"tU'\s'lti~ €J ~o
Kennedy, Nixon, and Clinton come to mind immediately. Even still, Winthrop would be wrong

to write off our nation at a glance especially since society. t;e';st~tr;changes. Specifical1~
t-v ~ €.--\II o..e-.~c- 3 "+1'0-1'\ S ."1", <IV'l /'

Kennedy referre~ to his election,asl"signifying renewal, as well as change" (2). And he:s rightfr:.\
J:~rf~cs to e-Vl"p\,c..sl<..(. • . Y\;·\(\~t c-I~-ti<iV'~

Our cultur~erpetual1y transformmg-whether every four years WIth a new preSIdent s

victory, or because of man's propensity for fighting world-shifting wars, or with the innovations
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